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THE "THIRD FORCE" AND FORMOSA 


As Mr. Ranking points out the "Third Force" in hong Kong"seems to 
have neither organization, program, nor money, except for what financial 
support some of our people may be giving them", It is unlikely that we 
shall see any sudden or dramatic emergence of a "Third Force" fully equipped 
and ready to go with strong leadership, organization, and ideology, or the 
rest that goes into making up a successful revolutionary movement. However, 
viewing the "Third Force" prospects over a five or ten year period, as 
Mr. Rankin is now viewing Formosa, it is quite possible that there may be a 
steady dithough Slow development of the movement. In any case, insofar as 
"Third Force" groups, even though uncoordinated and without the status of a 
revolutionary movement, continue& to contest actively Communist control of 
South China, they serve a useful purpose, 

It seems clear that if an effort is to be made towest control of China 
xe parts of South China from the Communists by force, it could only succeed 
if it had the wholehearted support of substantially all anti-Communist elements. 
Not only would its immediate physical strength be increased thereby but its 
support by the Chinese public and its capability of attracting defectors from 
the Communist foreds, both of which are extremely important considerations, 
would be greatly increased. Therefore, while our present practice is to 
provide modest support to "Third Force” elements and massive support to the 
Nationalists on Formosa independently of each other, aur objective ought to be 
the welding of these forces into one, The advantages of aueh-unteidation are 
obvious. The present obstacles are equally obvious and relate principally 
to the deep suspicion of the Generalissimo and thé KMT on the part of now 
independent "Third Force" group$-a suspicion that if they joined cause with 
the Nationalists they not only would be blocked from any further development 
of strength but their present strength would be liquidated. In some case 
there is an ideological incompathbility a#@ Yhis arises from the belief that 
present Nationalist leaders are attempting to maintain,against thw all the 
pressures of revolution, ani} outmoded semi-faudal concept¢. 


wot 


It -mege be 


SECRET 


Osa 


It might be useful to outline some of the foregoing to Mr, Rankin 
and to ask his opinion as to the extent to which the Nationalists would 
enter into real cooperation with "Thiiad Force" elements giving them a real 
opportunity not only to contribute to the physical strength of a united 
movement but to contribute to its ideological and political development 
as well, 

In theory at least, such a unification of strength could occur under 
the General issino if the Generalissimo could rise above being a party leader - 
and become instead a National eeeha: Unfortunately there seems to be little 
indication that the Generalissimo has this capacity and his long experience 
under the KMT one party concept of government, in which he wacked weilded 
dictatorial powers as KMT party chief, makes the prospect of change wetremote. 

e of Military Aid . 

I think that Mr, Rankin’ comments on this subject both regarding type 
and amounts of military aid are very sound. However, He Rosny ia e 
matters, particularly type of military equipment, rests primarily with the 
Defense mwkabiki establishment. I think it would be worthwhile to ask 
Mr. Rankin whether he has ever discussed this matter with General Chijmase and 
what General Chase's attitude touaed it is. 

Five or Ten Years Henge. 

I myself do not agree entirely with Mr, Rankin's concept of our policy offer 
the next five or ten years with respect to China, assuming world war does not 
intervene. Mr. Rankin sees us attempting "to preserve the status guo*® in 
anti-Communist countries around the curtain", It seems to me in meny respects 


preservation of the status quo is the most difficult of all operations, partic- 





ularly in revclutionary and semi-revolutionary environments such as exist in 

the Far Fast at present, It is much toedefensive and likely to lead to creeping 

defeat, When this concept is applied to Formosa some major problems immediately 

emerge, Quite apert from thi high cost to the United States in terms of 
dollars 
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dollars and cents of indefinite support of Formosa, it is important to : 
keep in mind that the government on Formosa and the armed forces on Formosa 
are made up almost entirely of mainland Chinese, The Chinese perhaps more 
than any other people are drawn by ties of family and ancestral home. 

This attraction to the mainland would be particularly strong in the rank and 
file of the Chinese armed forces, made up, as they are, largely of uneducated 
Chinese peasants drawn from small country villages. In these circumstances 
it may be anticipated that loss of hope of return to the mainland, such as 


would occur if the status guo of Formosa is maintained for five or ten years, 





would confront the Chinese Government with a staggering problem of morale. 
On the other hand the Chinese diss Riatitty ese ey Gas reasons attempt to pro- 
vide against this contingency by permitting native Formosans to attain pre~ 
ponderant strength either in the Government or in the armed forces, This 
problem of morale arises from basic human factors much too deep to be countered 
by providing military equipment and proteins. Finally, it would probably be 
extremely difficult to maintain the international position of the National 
Government over an extended period of years under status guo conditions. 
Loss of its international standing would in itself constitute a considerable 
blow to morale on Formosa. These are only some of the difficulties which 
would arise in attempting to maintain Formosa in status quo; they sre sufficient 
to indicate the magnitude of the problem. ” 
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The population Lay to which Mr, Rankin refers, casts an emormous 
shadow of hopelessness over all our endeavors directed at raising standards 
of living, It also raises some very serious problems, shake seldom been 
discussed, To what extent are our assistance programs creating desires and 
expectations which didn't exist before and cannot be satisfied in the future 
without steadily increasing outside assistance? To what extent is our pro- 
vision of consumer goods permitting population to increase beyond the countries! 
own capacities to support them? Will we ever be able to cut off such aid and 


stand 
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stand by while perhaps millions of artificially expanded populations die? 
If we were inhuman enough to do this what would be its practical political 
consequences? In other words we are interfering with the operation of 
staggering sociological forces in the Far East, and by so doing assuming a 
measure of responsibility from which no easy escape is seen, I think that 
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if Rankin's proposed study dealt with this problem it would be all to the 
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